
Term 1  Week 8—20th March 2024 

143 Bailey St Grovedale  3216       Tel: 5243 3902          Email:  grovedale.ps@education.vic.gov.au         

 ‘A Path to Success’ 

Dear Families,  

Harmony Day 

Harmony day celebrates cultural diversity and it was wonderful to see 

students attending in orange, and wearing clothes from their own cul-

tures today. I received the most beautiful card from one of our stu-

dents, Dasha, wishing me a Happy Harmony Day. On the inside she 

wrote “Kindness and differences” surrounded by drawings of hearts. I 

couldn’t put it better than that! 

 

2025 Enrolments 

It’s already time to think about 2025 Foundation. There is a new pro-

cess in place for families to put an Application to Enrol for 2025. The 

school can accept Applications from the start of term 2 until the 26th 

July.  The school will provide letters of offer or non-acceptance be-

tween the dates of 29th July to the 9th August 2024.  

If you have a child enrolling for 2025 and you would like to tour our 

school, please contact the office to make an appointment.   

http://sentral.grovedaleps.vic.edu.au/portal2/#!/login  

'Our commitment to Child Safety' 
Grovedale Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.  This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-
making.    Grovedale Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse. 
 
Grovedale Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are 
heard about decisions that affect their lives.  Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or 
linguistically diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with a disability. Every person involved in Grovedale Primary School has a responsibility to 
understand the important and specific role he/she plays individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people 
is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they make. 

Continued on Page 2  

COMING EVENTS—also on Sentral Calendar 

LUNCH ORDERS—EACH TUES & FRI  

Order by 8am Tues and 8am for Friday 

March 2024  

Wed 20th Newsletter Published 

Thurs 21st HARMONY DAY 

Fri 22nd Assembly 

Fri 22nd Ride to School Day 

Mon 25th School Council 

Thurs 28th School Cross Country 

Thurs 28th Easter Raffle Drawn at a special Assembly 2.10pm 

Thurs 28th LAST DAY TERM 4—2.30PM FINISH 

APRIL 2024 

15th—26th Foundation Level—Nurse Visit 

Mon 15th Start of Term 2 

Fri 19th Curriculum Day 

Wed 24th Newsletter 

Fri 26th Assembly 

Fri 26th District Cross Country 

MAY 2024 

6th—17th Swimming Lessons Program 

Wed 8th Newsletter 

Fri 10th Assembly 

Sun 12th MOTHER’S DAY 

13th—17th Education Week 

Fri 17th Walk to school day 

Wed 22nd Newsletter 

Fri 24th Assembly 

Sun 26th NATIONAL SORRY DAY 

27th—31st Reconciliation Week 

Tue 28th Foundation/Year 1—Dental Program visitation 

JUNE 2024 

Wed 5th Newsletter Published 

Fri 7th Assembly 

Mon 10th KING’S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Mon 17th School Council Meeting 

Wed 19th Newsletter published 

Thurs 20th World Refugee Day 

Fri 21st Assembly 

Fri 28th Prep—Year 2 Athletics 

http://sentral.grovedaleps.vic.edu.au/portal2/#!/login


Thurs 28th March—2.30pm finish 

Parking Safety Reminder 

While there has been improvement in the speeds we are seeing 

from local traffic due to the Bailey St/Marshalltown Road inter-

section, we are still seeing considerable illegal and unsafe park-

ing practices.  

Please park only in legal parking bays, to allow the School 

Crossing Guard to have full visibility of the road in both direc-

tions. 

Also, please do not park in NIDO’s carpark if you are not col-

lecting a child form the centre, this is not public parking and 

causes issues for families who are trying to pick up toddlers.  

Please arrive earlier for collection if you need to be close to the 

gates, or park further away and walk up to the meeting point 

you have set up with your child.  

As always, our aim is not inconvenience families, but to keep 

children safe, and your assistance in this is both necessary and 

deeply appreciated. 

Attendance 

Arriving before the bell is critically important in setting 

students up for a successful day. Please ensure that 

your child is at school by 8:50am. If a child arrives after 

9am, they miss vital information including the running 

of the day, the welcome circle and the start of the first 

lesson which is usually one of our most important.  

Easter Raffle Donations 

Thank you for the Easter Donations, we are still ac-

cepting them! If you have sold your raffle tickets al-

ready, please don’t hesitate to come and get another 

book. The more the merrier!  

As decided by School Council, funds raised will go to-

wards continuing to redevelop our playground spaces. 

Naplan – Year 3 and 5 

Congratulations to our year 3 and 5 students on com-

pleting Naplan over the last weeks. Students worked 

diligently to do their best on the day. Reports will be 

sent home to families once they are received by the 

school. This takes some months.  

Student Health 

Please ensure that you have provided the office with 

updated medical plans if your child has any on-going 

condition (anaphylaxis or asthma for example).  

If your child has any new diagnosis, please provide the 

office with copies of their assessments/reports so that 

we can appropriately cater for and support every child.    

School Holidays 

The Easter holidays are coming up rapidly with Thursday 

28th March being the last day of term 1, with dismissal 

at the earlier time of 2:30pm. 

The holidays are a great time to connect with your chil-

dren, and consolidate many of the skills they learn at 

school through reading stories together and playing lots 

of games. Uno, Monopoly, Guess Who, Snakes and Lad-

ders, Battle Ship are all examples of fun things to do 

with the kids that reinforce important skills like 

counting, colour and number recognition, addition and 

subtraction, reading, turn taking, winning and losing 

well, resilience building and more. When the kids are 

bored, I encourage you to pull out a game to play to-

gether.  

See you at assembly!  

Tina  

  



A reminder that the Department of Education has in place a mobile phone ban that re-

quires students who bring mobiles phones to school to have them switched off and se-

curely put away during school hours. 

The department is requiring all schools to ensure this ban is in place and enforced from the start of the 2024 school year. 

The ban applies equally to all government schools right across the state. 

This helps ensure that school is a learning environment free from unnecessary distractions and disruptions. 

By ensuring mobile phones are kept away at recess and lunch times, students can interact with each other face-to-face, 

without the distractions and social pressures that mobile phones can cause. 

I ask for the support of all our families, staff and students in continuing to support the implementation of this policy in our 

school. 

Exceptions: For a small number of students with particular health needs, an exception to the policy may be granted. 

Please contact me if you would like to discuss this. 

Emergencies: In the event of an emergency or if you need to immediately contact your child, I ask that families contact 

the school office who will pass on a message as required. 

School mobile phone policy: A copy of our school’s local mobile phone policy, which implements the government’s mo-

bile policy in line with our local context, is available here.   (if you cannot get the link, it is on the school’s website) 

Parent support: The Mobile phones in schools webpage provides links to resources for families to help them balance 

their children’s time using mobile phones. 

If you have further questions, please contact the administration office. 

Regards, Tina Barnett 

MOBILE PHONES AT 

SCHOOL 

Years 1/2 Cohort 

Students have been working hard with number sequencing and skip counting. They worked with a partner to 
create a hopscotch board with a ‘just right’ number to skip count from. Once they made their hopscotch, they 
practised saying the sequence and moved on to other student’s creations. Everyone participated and it was 
amazing hearing the conversations between partners about their numbers and what came next in their se-
quence.  

 

http://grovedaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Mobile-Phone-Policy-2022.pdf


SCHOOL BEANIES— 

School beanies can be purchased.   

Forms have been sent via Sentral 

(check the Resource tab in the 

App) 

and there are hard copies in the 

office.  $20—can be paid via EFT, 

Cash or BPay. 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS  FUND (CSEF) 

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper under-

standing of how the world works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership.  All are a part of a healthy 

curriculum.    CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, 

camps and sporting activities. 

**If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A 

special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to 

use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

 The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

• $150 for primary school students 

HOW TO APPLY for NEW STUDENTS (even if you are an existing family)  or CHANGED 

FAMILY CIRCUMSTANCES 

New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from the website be-

low. If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year 

unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.  

If you are eligible, you only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred: 
 

• new student enrolments: your child has started or changed to Grovedale PS this year.   

• changed family circumstances: such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number, or new 
siblings commencing this year (eg: This includes an existing family who has a NEW student starting at Grovedale Prima-
ry School) 
 
Check with the school office if you are unsure if you have completed a CSEF form or if we have applied on your behalf 
due to the fact that you received the funding in 2023.   
More information can be found at this link:  
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/guidance/submitting-application 

 
Grovedale Primary School is a Sun Smart School. 

Being outdoors in Victoria means we’re exposed to some of 

the harshest and most dangerous levels of ultraviolet radia-

tion (UV) in the world.   

Please remember that your children will need their hats to 

be able to play outside without any cover. 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/guidance/submitting-application


STUDENT AWARDS: 

Sonia K  FR For moving around the school/classroom in a safe manner! 

Angus H  FR For using our class ready to learn plan to help him return to the green zone when he is feeling 
    frustrated. 
Aiden S  FP For respecting others personal space. 

Ilah C   FP For moving around the classroom safely. 

Ava J   FS For moving around the classroom in a safe manner, particularly when carrying scissors.  Well 
    done Ava! 
Eilidh M  FS For moving around the classroom safely and ensuring her chair is always pushed in.  Thank you 
    for being so responsible Eilidh! 
Nami C  12A For using strategies to always ensure she is Ready to Learn. 

Jarwhn L  12A For using strategies to ensure he is Ready to Learn. 

Elizabeth K  12C For moving around the classroom in a safe manner. 

Dallas H  12C For keeping our classroom safe by pushing in the chairs. 

Diya M  12T For moving around the school and the classroom in a clam and respectful manner. 

Eddie C  12T For being calm and respecting the personal space of others. 

Maisie S  12W For working hard at making positive choices during classroom activities.  Keep it up! 

Jonathan O  12W For always making choices that keep yourself and others safe and ready to learn. 

Stella N  34B For moving around the room with consideration for others.  Well done Stella! 

Tessie O  34B For respecting the personal space of others.  You are a great role model Tessie! 

Anabelle B  34D For always moving around the classroom and school in a safe and courteous manner at all  
    times. 
Cailen M  34D For being as careful student that is aware of how to move sensibly in the classroom so all  
    classmates are safe. 
Harvey B  34F For trying hard to use your ready to learn plan to return to the green zone. 

Nicholas L  34F For always moving around the classroom calm and safe. 

Myles B  34R For always demonstrating safe & appropriate behaviour at school. 

Spencer M  34R For excellent behaviour in the classroom and the schoolyard. 

Nevayah C  56B For showing that she understands and recognises when she is in the Green, Ready to Learn 
    Zone, and what she can do to stay and return to the Green Zone. 
Cohen W  56B For showing that he can make good choices in class to ensure that he stays and returns to the 

    Green Zone and participate in his learning. 

Ahmed A  56M For always showing safe behaviours at school. 
 

Indi M   56M For always showing safe behaviours at school. 
Neya M  56M For getting herself ready to learn and using strategies on her RTLP. 
 

Zarah-Lee H  56N For making safe choices to return to the green zone and be ready to learn. 
Elsie-Mae J  56N For always demonstrating safety at school and being a role model for oth-
ers. 
Ella D   56W For always having her own and others safety in mind. 

Seth G   56W For improving his use of his Ready to Learn Plan. 

PRINCIPAL AWARDS: 

Stella L  56 For being a good role model at all times by showing safety in the classroom and around the 
    school.  
Max M-D  34 For always respecting the personal space of others and moving around the classroom with care. 

Hugo H  12 For displaying and encouraging safe choices around the classroom, keeping us ready to learn. 

Tucker B  Prep For checking his “Ready to Learn’ plan and carrying out strategies to remain in the Green Zone. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi1ndHVo7fgAhUDXn0KHTaFDoMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpioneerschool.us%2Fpioneer-paw-prints-newsletter-november-2017%2Fcartoon-star-great-job%2F&psig=AOvVaw0YY


FORMS / PAYMENT DUE BACK 

Foundation to Year 6  
Swimming Program 

Swimming Lessons will begin Monday 6th 
May until Friday 17th May 2024 
Cost is $70 
Permission, Medical Form and Payment are 
due back by: Friday 26th April. 
 
 

Community Page 



LOST PROPERTY—ALL 

ITEMS AT THE FRONT 

OFFICE 

Please don’t forget to name your 

child’s school garments so we can 

return them when they 

leave them lying 

around the school.     

PLEASE ENSURE ALL SCHOOL 

UNIFORM IS NAMED, SO THEY 

CAN BE RETURNED TO THE 

OWNER. 

HATS 
We are a SunSmart school.  Wide 

brimmed hats need to be worn from 

September to the end of April 2024. 

Please make sure your child is wear-

ing  a wide brimmed hat from this 

date, otherwise they will only be able 

to play in areas of shade.   

Bellarine Uniforms will have more 

sizes if you prefer to have a logo on 

the hat or try Kmart or Best n Less.   

PLEASE ENSURE THE HAT IS 

NAMED SO WE CAN  

RETURN IT WHEN IT IS LOST 

IN THE YARD. 

SCHOLASTIC 

Welcome back to another 
year of Scholastic books at 
Grovedale Primary. For 
those new to our school 
this year, Scholastic offers 
an easy way of purchasing 
wonderful books for your 
children at great prices, 
and at the same time sup-
porting the school. We 
receive 15% of your orders 
back to purchase books for 
the library and classrooms. 

A reminder that the school 
office takes no money for 
book club, all orders are 
processed online using the 
LOOP payment portal 
(instructions in the cata-
logue). Thanks again for 
your support.  












