
Term 4  Week 10—6th December 2023 

143 Bailey St Grovedale  3216       Tel: 5243 3902          Email:  grovedale.ps@education.vic.gov.au         

 ‘A Path to Success’ 

Dear Families,  

What a wonderful event our Splatacular was on Friday! We raised 
$5,101.60 but more importantly, we had a wonderful time as a com-
munity. Thanks to all who helped to organised and run the event so 
smoothly. We couldn’t do these events without you! 

Our transitions have been outstanding, and we are using all of the 
information we have gathered on each transition to make changes in 
order to have the best possible plan in place for 2024. When students 
have their third and final transition next Tuesday, they will be with 
their teacher and 2024 class, including the classroom space. Changes 
will no be considered after this date, in order to facilitate a smooth 
transition into next year.  

Shortly we will be putting a P-6 Social Story out on Sentral which will 
support all students in feeling as though they are informed and ready 
for next year. Please download this booklet and share with your chil-
dren regularly, particularly if they are feeling a little anxious about 
next year.  

As we head rapidly towards the Summer holidays there are still many 
events to be ready for in preparation for the end of the year. Our final 
assembly for the year will be on 20th December at 1pm where we will 
farewell our Year 6 students by celebrating their primary school years 
together.  

On Friday evening we have our P-2 BBQ and Year 2 Sleepover which is 
exciting for our littlest students who will be having their first night 
experience at school! 

On Saturday we are having one last Working Bee for the year. Details 
are further on in the newsletter. We would love to see as many fami-
lies in attendance as possible so that we can get the school prepped 
for the holidays and term 1. 

Finally I would like to extend an enormous thanks to our School Coun-
cil who met for the last time in 2023 this week. This Council, so ably 
led by Ben O’Connor (SC President) has been incredibly productive 
and supportive in assisting us to make great decisions for your chil-
dren. They represent the views of the community well, take great care 
to understand and ask questions about initiatives and topics for con-
sideration, and always put the needs of our students first. We couldn’t 
ask for more than that. Thank you! 

Warm Wishes,  

Tina  

http://sentral.grovedaleps.vic.edu.au/portal2/#!/login  

'Our commitment to Child Safety' 
Grovedale Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.  This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-
making.    Grovedale Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse. 
 
Grovedale Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are 
heard about decisions that affect their lives.  Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or 
linguistically diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with a disability. Every person involved in Grovedale Primary School has a responsibility to 
understand the important and specific role he/she plays individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people 
is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they make. 

COMING EVENTS—also on Sentral Calendar 

FORMS / PAYMENT DUE BACK 

5/6 Camp 
28/2—01/03 

$140 deposit due Fri 15th Dec ‘23 

Yr1—6 Swimming Carnival on 7th Feb 2024 
Note and $$ due Tuesday 19th Dec ‘23 

LUNCH ORDERS—EACH TUES & FRI (Fri start Term 4) 

Order by 8pm Mon for Tues and 8pm Thurs for Friday 

DEC 2023 

Fri 8th Assembly starting at 2.50pm  (Week 10) 

Fri 8th Foundation & Year 1 BBQ after school 

Year 2—SLEEPOVER (including BBQ) 

Sat 9th Working Bee  

Tues 12th NO LUNCH ORDERS TODAY 

Tues 12th STATEWIDE Transition Day (GPS No: 3) 

Wed 13th Year 6 Graduation Day 

Fri 15th 5/6 Adventure Park Excursion 

Fri 15th  Reports Published 

Wed 20th Assembly—1pm 

Wed 20th LAST DAY TERM 4—1.30PM FINISH 

Mon 13th Nov 

Wed 20th Dec at 1.30pm 

http://sentral.grovedaleps.vic.edu.au/portal2/#!/login


Practical and Social Learning (PSL) 

The 5/6 PSL team finished up the year with ‘icing on top’. We decorated 

cookies with colourful icing and sprinkles.   

Thanks for a great year   

Pheem ,Mrs Clarke and Mrs M   

Tom M and Noah D cashed in their stickers to teach 5/6C a volleyball PE 
lesson.  

SCHOOL CROSSING AWARDS 

by Phyllis 

For  good manners  while using the 

crossing 

• Malachi H 

• Izzy D 

• Lani R 

• Ari F 

• Alex F 

A reminder that the Department of Education has in place a mobile phone ban that requires stu-

dents who bring mobiles phones to school to have them switched off and securely put away during 

school hours. 

The department is requiring all schools to ensure this ban is in place and enforced from the start of the 2024 school year. 

The ban applies equally to all government schools right across the state. 

This helps ensure that school is a learning environment free from unnecessary distractions and disruptions. 

By ensuring mobile phones are kept away at recess and lunch times, students can interact with each other face-to-face, 

without the distractions and social pressures that mobile phones can cause. 

I ask for the support of all our families, staff and students in continuing to support the implementation of this policy in our 

school. 

Exceptions: For a small number of students with particular health needs, an exception to the policy may be granted. Please 

contact me if you would like to discuss this. 

Emergencies: In the event of an emergency or if you need to immediately contact your child, I ask that families contact the 

school office who will pass on a message as required. 

School mobile phone policy: A copy of our school’s local mobile phone policy, which implements the government’s mobile 

policy in line with our local context, is available here.   (if you cannot get the link, it is on the school’s website) 

Parent support: The Mobile phones in schools webpage provides links to resources for families to help them balance their 

children’s time using mobile phones. 

If you have further questions, please contact the administration office. 

Regards, Tina Barnett 

MOBILE PHONES AT 

SCHOOL. 

http://grovedaleps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Mobile-Phone-Policy-2022.pdf


Health Update for our GPS community 
Good afternoon GPS families 

This is a timely reminder to be vigilant with cold/flu symptoms. 

Whilst school attendance is critically important, this does not include unwell children. 

To minimise the spread of sickness in our school please do not send your child to school if they have any 

cold/flu symptoms. 

 

Department of Education & Training – Management of Covid-19 in schools 

It is recommended that staff members, students or visitors who have symptoms of cold, influenza or COVID-
19 undergo testing for COVID-19.  
 
Parents of symptomatic students will be asked to collect their child from school and keep them 
home until they are no longer symptomatic. 
 
Students should not attend school until their symptoms resolve. 
Most people are still infectious after 5 days and you should stay home if you are still experiencing symptoms 
like a runny nose, sore throat, cough, shortness of breath, fever, chills, or sweats. 
A negative RAT result is a helpful tool to determine whether you are still infectious. If you’re unsure about 
ending your isolation, you should contact a GP or a GP Respiratory Clinic. 
 
At school we will continue to use strong hygiene measures including sanitising, handwashing, air filters, open 
doors and supporting those students who wish to wear a mask. 

  

DID YOU KNOW TO KEEP YOUR IGA 
DOCKETS FOR OUR SCHOOL  
FUNDRAISER???? 

 
IGA GROVEDALE EAST—Dockets 

Marshalltown Road. 
 
Remember if you shop at IGA in Marshalltown Road, to bring your IGA 
dockets  in regularly—there is a box in the office to place them into. 
We must have all dockets for the month in by the 15th of the following 
month.   
Example: Please send all of your November dockets in by the 14th of 
December. We have to have them to IGA on the 15th of each month.   
Keep collecting! 
 
A huge Thank You to IGA for your ongoing support and sponsorship of 
the school. Thank You IGA!! 

SAFE TO SCHOOL— 

Keeping our children safe 

FOR THE SAFETY OF YOUR CHILDREN AND ALL PEDESTRIANS 

AT THE FRONT OF THE SCHOOL, PLEASE DO NOT LET YOUR 

CHILDREN OUT OF THE CAR ON THE ROAD SIDE.  PLEASE 

MAKE SURE THEY GET OUT ON THE KERB.  ALSO PARKING 

WITHIN THE FLAG AREA IS ILLEGAL AND FINES WILL BE GIV-

EN IF YOU ARE FOUND IN THESE AREAS.   

Shop 12/40 Main St, ARMSTRONG CREEK. 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/gp-respiratory-clinics
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwieme--xf_cAhXGUd4KHXfhC4UQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iga.com.au%2F&psig=AOvVaw1hO8FKBQosglKJ1nPBb_FC&ust=1534988921110105


STUDENT AWARDS: 

Flynn S  FC For taking your time and showing pride in your work. 
Ava S   FC For being an active listener on the floor. 
Diya M  FS For taking her time and showing pride in the presentation of her work.  It is always neat and 
    well organised. 
Callaghan W  FS For asking questions during whole class instruction and being eager to find out answers,  
    explore and learn. 
Archie C  12A For demonstrating the value of ‘Being a Learner’ by always completing his    
    work to an exceptional standard. 
Murphy J  12A For being a learner by being an active listener on the floor. 

Jack G   12B For the amazing focus and hard work you have put into all your learning.  Well done Jack! 

Kaydence D  12B For seeking help with learning and taking on feedback.  Well done Kaydence! 

Cailen M  12R For being a curious and engaged learner during our inquiry into Indigenous Aboriginal culture. 

Arlo S   12R For being open to working cooperatively with others in the class. 

Anabelle B  12T For aiming to achieve the best she can. 

Emjay J  12T For showing such an improvement in her classwork and trying her best. 

Ruby A  34L For acting upon feedback to improve her work. 

Cedrick R  34L For being eager to find out answers, explore and learn. 

Oliver A  34P For taking initiative in his learning and challenging himself.  Well done! 

Max M-D  34P For asking questions and being a curious learner.  Fantastic work! 

Nevayah C  34R For a positive attitude towards learning tasks. 

Makenzi J  34R For always putting in a huge effort with your school work. 

Noah B  34W For being persistent and trying your hardest in writing! 

Cooper N  34W For knowing when to ask for help and giving all tasks a go! 

Callum W  56C For being focused and applying effort to all learning tasks.  Well done finishing the year off 
    strong! 

Sehaj K  56C For connecting related ideas during maths and applying new strategies learnt.  Well done! 

Braxton W  56M For having a positive mindset towards his learning and being proactive by seeking help when 
    needed. 

Emily S  56M For showing determination and focus on her class tasks so she always puts herself in a positive 
    place for learning.  Well done Em. 

Ruby J   56W For putting great effort into the content and quality of her 
work. 

Connor W  56W For being eager to find answers, explore and learn. 

PRINCIPAL AWARDS: 

Seremphu S  56 For showing dedication and determination towards her learning.  She has done an amazing job 

    settling into school here in Australia.  Her kind nature and positive mindset has made her a 

    wonderful addition to Grovedale Primary School. 

Indi M   34 For always being a hard-working and diligent student.  You are an excellent role model for your 

    classmates. 

August B  12 For always demonstrating the values of being a learner through the amazing effort you put 

    into work every day. 

Jarwhn L  Prep For taking his time and showing pride in his work. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi1ndHVo7fgAhUDXn0KHTaFDoMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpioneerschool.us%2Fpioneer-paw-prints-newsletter-november-2017%2Fcartoon-star-great-job%2F&psig=AOvVaw0YY


Need ideas for Christmas Presents? 

Every order placed via the QR code or ordering online directly deposits 20% into your school's fundrais-
ing account. 

 

PRACTICAL AND SOCIAL LEARNING (PSL) 

Our 5/6 PSL team successfully planned and created wooden 
Christmas trees. We worked with saws, measuring tapes, hammer 
& nails and power drills. We are really happy with the end result. 
We hope they brighten up your houses in the Christmas season .  

We also cooked crumbed Latina in the air fryer, which surprised 
many, as they had never experienced eating them before . Well 
done 5/6 PSL for trying something new and different.   

 

Grade 5/6’s enjoying transition activities last week - this activity involved 
collaborating and problem solving to make a the longest ledge that 
would hold a marble  



LOST PROPERTY—ALL 

ITEMS AT THE FRONT 

OFFICE 

Please don’t forget to name your 

child’s school garments so we can 

return them when they leave 

them lying around the school.     

PLEASE ENSURE ALL SCHOOL 

UNIFORM IS NAMED, SO THEY 

CAN BE RETURNED TO THE 

OWNER. 

HATS 
We are a SunSmart school.  Hats 

need to be worn from September to 

the end of April 2024. 

Please make sure your child is wear-

ing  a wide brimmed hat from this 

date, otherwise they will only be able 

to play in areas of shade.   

Bellarine Uniforms will have more 

sizes if you prefer to have a logo on 

the hat or try Kmart or Best n Less.   

PLEASE ENSURE THE HAT IS 

NAMED SO WE CAN RE-

TURN IT WHEN IT IS LOST IN 

THE YARD. 

WORKING BEE DATES:   

Please consider helping us to 

keep our school clean and 

tidy.    

9am—12pm 

December 9th 

Calling all  

parents and care givers! 

We’re seeking helping hands 

to spruce up our site, tidying 

gardens, clearing drains, in-

stalling garden edging – all 

sorts of activities. No experi-

ence needed!  

Every contribution helps to 

improve our school grounds. 

Grade 1/2 Practical and Social 
Learning 

This term the Grade 1/2 PSL 
group has created a fairy garden 
and bug hotel.  
The students have prac-
ticed teamwork and enjoyed 
working hands on to bring their 
project to life.  
 
Families and students are wel-
come to come and have a look at 
our creations in the garden next 
to 1/2R.  
 
Please do not touch or enter the 
garden  







SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMS 








