
Term 4  Week 2—11th October 2023 

143 Bailey St Grovedale  3216       Tel: 5243 3902          Email:  grovedale.ps@education.vic.gov.au         

 ‘A Path to Success’ 

Dear Families,  

 It’s hard to believe the last term for 2024 is upon us! Please keep a 

close eye on all of our communication channels, as this is traditionally 

a busy time. The Parent Calendar went out on Sentral last week, 

please remember this is a guide and dates can change. It does give you 

a great idea of what’s coming up, however.  

Common PPD – On the 13th of November, the teachers will be work-

ing on report development. This is a student free day. Please book 

your place in OSHC early to avoid missing out. Our provider has ap-

plied to increase the capacity of our OSHC program, as it is booked out 

on occasion now. I will let you know if and when this application is 

approved. In the meantime, book early if you are a working family.  

 

 

 

 

2024 Class Placement Planning – This term we spend a great deal of 

time planning for 2024 classes, structures and curriculum that will give 

each child the highest chance of success. We do not finalise many of 

the decisions until later in the term, as many elements evolve over the 

next 10 weeks.  

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR MORE ON 2024 CLASS PLACEMENT 

    

Referendum – Just a reminder that our school is a Voting Centre for 

the Referendum on Saturday. Be sure to come along and support our 

fundraising group by purchasing a classic democracy sausage! Thank 

you to the GPS Parent and Community Group once again for organis-

ing this. Funds raised will be added to the new playground equipment 

upgrade which is currently in progress. More on that exciting news to 

come. 

Have the most wonderful weekend.  

Tina  

http://sentral.grovedaleps.vic.edu.au/portal2/#!/login  

'Our commitment to Child Safety' 
Grovedale Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.  This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-
making.    Grovedale Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse. 
 
Grovedale Primary School is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are 
heard about decisions that affect their lives.  Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and children from culturally and/or 
linguistically diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with a disability. Every person involved in Grovedale Primary School has a responsibility to 
understand the important and specific role he/she plays individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people 
is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they make. 

COMING EVENTS—also on Sentral Calendar 

LUNCH ORDERS—EACH TUES & FRI (Fri start Term 4) 

Order by 8pm Mon for Tues and 8pm Thurs for Friday 

OCT 2023 

Fri 13th Start fundraising for SPLATACULAR 

Fri 13th  Assembly starting at 2.50pm  (Week 2) 

Sat 14th Referendum Voting @ Grovedale PS 

Sat 14th Working Bee—9am to 12pm 

Mon 16th School Council Meeting 

Wed 18th Evacuation DRILL 

Fri 20th 5/6 Cohort run their MARKET DAY 

Wed 25th Geelong Cup Public Holiday 

Fri 27th WORLD TEACHER’S DAY 

Fri 27th Assembly starting at 2.50pm  (Week 4) 

NOV 2023 

Mon 6th School Council Meeting 

7th/8th/9th 3/4 cohort BIKE ED 

Wed 8th Newsletter Published 

Fri 10th Assembly starting at 2.50pm  (Week 6) 

Mon 13th Student Free Day— 

Professional Practice Day for teachers 

14th/15th/16th 3/4 cohort BIKE ED 

Wed 15th Transition Day No: 1 

Wed 15th Newsletter Published 

Fri 17th Last day to fundraise for SPLATACULAR 

21st/22nd/23rd 3/4 cohort BIKE ED 

Thurs 23rd Parent Club Meeting 

Fri 24th Year 4 only—BIG BIKE RIDE 

Fri 24th Assembly starting at 2.50pm  (Week 8) 

Thurs 30th Transition Day No: 2 

DEC 2023 

Fri 1st Colour Splatacular 

Mon 4th Wide Smiles Dental Visit (P-1) 

Mon 4th School Council Meeting (final meeting for 2023) 

Wed 6th Newsletter Published 

Fri 8th Assembly starting at 2.50pm  (Week 10) 

Fri 8th Foundation & Year 1 BBQ after school 

Year 2—SLEEPOVER (including BBQ) 

Sat 9th Working Bee (if required) 

Tues 12th STATEWIDE Transition Day (GPS No: 3) 

Wed 13th Year 6 Graduation Day 

Fri 15th 5/6 Adventure Park Excursion 

Fri 15th  Reports Published 

Wed 20th LAST DAY TERM 4—1.30PM FINISH 

Mon 13th November 

http://sentral.grovedaleps.vic.edu.au/portal2/#!/login


SAFE TO SCHOOL—Keeping our children safe 

FOR THE SAFETY OF YOUR 

CHILDREN AND ALL PEDES-

TRIANS AT THE FRONT OF 

THE SCHOOL, PLEASE DO 

NOT LET YOUR CHILDREN 

OUT OF THE CAR ON THE 

ROAD SIDE.  PLEASE MAKE 

SURE THEY GET OUT ON 

THE KERB.  ALSO PARKING WITHIN THE FLAG 

AREA IS ILLEGAL AND FINES WILL BE GIVEN IF 

YOU ARE FOUND IN THESE AREAS.   

Safety is a high priority at our school, and it is even one of our values: Respect, Re-

sponsibility, Safety. Please ensure you are continuing to model safety when driving 

around the school, particularly at pick up and drop off.  

Touching your mobile phone whilst driving can result in a loss of points and signifi-

cant fines! The reason for this is the danger posed to other road users (in our case 

this includes young children crossing the road) when drivers are distracted. For more 

information on phone safety while driving click on the link: https://

www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/driver-safety/

mobile-phones-and-driving 

Shop 12/40 Main St, ARMSTRONG CREEK. 

…...2024 CLASS PLACEMENT CONTINUED 

2024 Class Placement Planning –  

This term we spend a great deal of time planning for 2024 classes, structures and curriculum that will give each child the 

highest chance of success. We do not finalise many of the decisions until later in the term, as many elements evolve over 

the next 10 weeks. During this time we test different models and groupings. When we develop each class, we aim for a 

balance of ability, gender, special needs, social dynamics 

We consider other elements including siblings, class size, location, child’s previous placement for example.  

Parents and carers can inform me of any special circumstances they believe need to be considered when placing their 

child in a class. This must be submitted in writing (hard copy or via email) by Friday the 27th of October, 2023.   

Our school’s email is:  grovedale.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Correspondence that will be accepted for consideration may include factors such as: 

• Issues relating to learning disabilities or difficulties 

• Issues relating to medical need or physical impairment 

• Emotional issues which dramatically impact the learning environment 

• Placement of multiples, defacto/step siblings in the same year level. 

Correspondence based on the following will not be considered: 

• Requesting or not requesting a teacher by name 

• Requesting a teacher of a particular gender 

• Requesting that two students be placed in the same class unless there is a documented, valid need for special 

consideration. 

Thank you for considering these factors before you submit a request. This allows us to prioritise the most critical needs.  

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/driver-safety/mobile-phones-and-driving
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/driver-safety/mobile-phones-and-driving
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/driver-safety/mobile-phones-and-driving
mailto:grovedale.ps@education.vic.gov.au


Stay well this winter 
Symptoms of influenza (flu) can hit very quickly and may last several weeks.  
Vaccination is the best way to protect yourself and others from getting the flu.  
Annual influenza vaccination is recommended from mid-April each year and is free under the National Immunisation 
Program for those at higher risk of complications from the flu. 
 
Keeping our school community well 
Parents, carers and students are encouraged to practice prevention measures,  
including: 
· washing and sanitising hands regularly 

· avoiding touching eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands 

· covering nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing · staying home if unwell and consulting a general practitioner 
(GP) or Nurse-on-call as required 

· staying up to date with flu and COVID-19 vaccinations. 

Flu vaccinations 
Flu vaccinations can be booked through GPs and pharmacies, many of which can also provide COVID-19 vaccinations. 
Flu vaccination is recommended for everyone aged 6 months and over. 
Some people are more at risk of complications from flu and are eligible for free vaccination as part of the National Im-
munisation Program. 

COVID-19 booster 
The 2023 COVID-19 booster dose is available for everyone aged 18 and above. 
Getting your booster dose remains the best way to prevent severe illness or hospitalisation, especially in people aged 
over 65 and those at higher risk of severe illness. 

You can have your booster dose 6 months after your last dose or COVID infection. 

Children aged between 5 and 17 years who are at risk of severe illness can also receive a 2023 booster dose. You can 
get your next dose at your local pharmacy or GP. To find one near you, refer to the vaccine clinic finder. 

Find out more 

For more information about preventing flu, and immunisation, refer to: ·  

Better Health Channel influenza flu immunisation fact sheet ·  

Getting vaccinated against influenza. 

  

DID YOU KNOW TO KEEP YOUR IGA 
DOCKETS FOR OUR SCHOOL  
FUNDRAISER???? 

 
IGA GROVEDALE EAST—Dockets 

Marshalltown Road. 
 
Remember if you shop at IGA in Marshalltown Road, to bring your IGA 
dockets  in regularly—there is a box in the office to place them into. 
We must have all dockets for the month in by the 15th of the following 
month.   
Example: Please send all of your August dockets in by the 14th of Sep-
tember. We have to have them to IGA on the 15th of each month.   
Keep collecting! 
 
A huge Thank You to IGA for your ongoing support and sponsorship of 
the school. Thank You IGA!! 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/fighting-flu-starts-with-you-consumer-fact-sheet?language=en
https://www.health.gov.au/our-work/national-immunisation-program
https://www.health.gov.au/our-work/national-immunisation-program
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/primary-care/nurse-on-call
https://www.health.gov.au/our-work/national-immunisation-program
https://www.health.gov.au/our-work/national-immunisation-program
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/australian-health-services?origin=vcf
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/flu-influenza-immunisation
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/collections/getting-vaccinated-against-influenza-resource-collection?language=und#-information-for-consumers
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwieme--xf_cAhXGUd4KHXfhC4UQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iga.com.au%2F&psig=AOvVaw1hO8FKBQosglKJ1nPBb_FC&ust=1534988921110105


STUDENT AWARDS: 

Nami C  FC For sitting safely in your learning spot. 

Xavier S  FC For doing your best at following instructions. 

Lyla O   FS For being a great packing up person and keeping our classroom safe and organised. 

Sofia T   FS For being quiet, calm and considerate of others and their learning in the classroom. 

Teijin B  12B For moving around the room sensibly and quietly.  You are a great role model Teijin! 

Linc W   12B For moving around the room with consideration for others.  Well done Linc! 

Isabelle O  12R For moving around the room sensibly and quietly.  You are a great role model Isabelle! 

Mayla A  12R For listening and following teacher instructions inside and outside of the classroom.  Keep it 

    up! 

Siobhan N  12T For always waiting patiently and following instructions given to her by her teachers. 

Maisie S  12T For respecting the personal space of others. 

Brody L  34L For always using our iPads in a safe manner. 

Ava W   34L For always being a safe and calm person who looks out for others. 

Charlotte C  34P For crossing the road safely and following the road rules. 

Kaiden Y  34P For moving around the classroom in a safe way. 

Lani R   34R For being a great role model in our classroom.  I really love how hard you work. 

Gemma P  34R For using your strategies on your Ready to Learn plan to stay in the green zone. 

Ella D   34W For making positive choices during classroom activities.  Keep it up! 

Kade W  34W For working hard at keeping your hands to yourself—you are making an amazing effort! 

Clemence J  56C For always respecting the personal space of others and using her inside voice. 

Darcy G  56C For always using equipment and resources correctly. 

Ryan F   56M For using strategies to help stay or return to the green zone to help manage social situations 

    and improve his learning. 

Ryley B  56M For always showing the value of safety in the way he moves around the classroom, plays in the 

    playground and respects the personal space of others. 

Will C   56W For using his initiative to be helpful around class. 

Ashton S  56W  For starting the term with such a polite and positive attitude.  

PRINCIPAL AWARDS: 

 
Amaya L  56 For always being aware or our surroundings and moving around the school in a safe manner.  
    She always plays by the rules and within our boundaries. 
 
Sofia P   34 For always modelling safe behaviour in the classroom and schoolyard by using kind words and 
    actions towards others. 
 
Asha B   12 For being a fantastic role model to her peers by reporting concerns and always following  
    instructions from her teachers. 
 
Lia K   Prep For keeping our classroom safe by packing up after activities. 

 
 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi1ndHVo7fgAhUDXn0KHTaFDoMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpioneerschool.us%2Fpioneer-paw-prints-newsletter-november-2017%2Fcartoon-star-great-job%2F&psig=AOvVaw0YY


YOU YANGS 

During the last week of Term 3 the Grade 5’s and 6’s enjoyed a day 
out exploring the You Yangs Regional Park. They did a nature scav-
enger hunt and participated in a Ranger led walk around Big Rock 
where they learnt about Wadawarrung culture and the use of the 
region by early settlers. A highlight was the view from the top of Big 
Rock and the free time exploring the climbing rocks where we had 
lunch. It was a great way to celebrate the end of the term and have 
some fun learning in the outdoors.  

Read on to see some comments made by some of the students on 
their experience.  

“It was great to get out of the class and have some fun with 

friends. Also learning new information from the tour guide  
Maddi, who told us about the Wadawurrung culture. It was so 
fun and I can't wait to go again next year.” Immy 

 
“The Rock Slide is a naturally smoothed granite rock, which means over time the rain and people sliding down it 

has worn down the granite.” Ed 

“As soon as I stepped foot on Big Rock I felt a special connection between the land and the owners, the Wad-
awurrung people.” Alex 

“I was very lucky to even go on a trip because in Nepal you will never experience this much fun. I am very grateful 
for this.” Seremphu 

“Big Rock looked like a mountain. Everything looked like ants and we were giants.” Lily 

“As I climbed up Big Rock the vast view surrounded me. I gazed up into the clear blue sky. In the near distance I 
spotted something brown soaring above our heads. It circled, slightly tilted to one side then dived in a flash! “An 
eagle!” I heard someone yell. Everyone started turning around and staring  intently, waiting for what it would do 
next. “Beautiful. I thought silently to myself.” Amaya 

“We had a great time learning about the culture. It was a blast!” Malachi 

“My group found everything in the scavenger hunt but the hardest thing to find was the bird.” Izzy 

ECONOMICS INCURSION 

 

On Monday the 9th October the Grade 
5/6 students participated in a fun and 
engaging economics incursion. Stu-
dents explored the differences be-
tween economic needs and wants 
and learnt about the personal and 
societal benefits of work and trading. 

 

Students participated in an interactive game 
and a whole-class economy activity in which 
they purchased, produced and sold materials 
and goods to investigate the role supply, de-
mand and government have in determining 
prices. It was well received by the students 
and was a fun way to learn in a different envi-
ronment.  

 



Thank you to all our wonderful 
families who  

volunteered their time to help 
the Parents Group at the 
“voice” referendum BBQ 

Need ideas for Christmas Presents? 

Every order placed via the QR code or ordering online directly deposits 20% into your school's fundrais-
ing account. 

 

HATS 
We are a SunSmart school.  Hats need to be worn from Septem-

ber to the end of April 2024. 

Please make sure your child is wearing  a wide brimmed hat from 

this date, otherwise they will only be able to play in areas of 

shade.   

Bellarine Uniforms will have more sizes if you prefer to have a 

logo on the hat or try Kmart or Best n Less.   

PLEASE ENSURE THE HAT IS NAMED SO WE CAN 

RETURN IT WHEN IT IS 

LOST IN THE YARD. 



LOST PROPERTY—ALL 

ITEMS AT THE FRONT 

OFFICE 

Please don’t forget to name your 

child’s school garments so we can 

return them when they leave 

them lying around the school.     

PLEASE ENSURE ALL SCHOOL 

UNIFORM IS NAMED, SO THEY 

CAN BE RETURNED TO THE 

OWNER. 

WORKING BEE DATES:   

Please consider helping us to keep our school clean and 

tidy.    

9am—12pm 

Calling all parents and care givers! We’re seeking help-

ing hands to spruce up our site, tidying gardens, clear-

ing drains, installing garden edging – all sorts of activi-

ties. No experience needed!  

Every contribution helps to improve our school 

grounds.  

• October 14th 

• December 9th 












