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  ‘A Path to Success’ 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 

LAST WEEK 
On Wednesday, our learning community prepared for the 
National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence which 
was officially on Friday. We wholeheartedly support pro-
grams which enhance getting along, mental health and well-
being at Grovedale Primary School. If your child is having 
issues at school, it is important to speak to the classroom 
teacher first, so that we can effectively implement strategies 
which will improve your child’s ability to succeed at school. 
On Friday, it was also National Ride2School Day which saw 
our staff meet students at three locations in the community 
to promote starting the day healthier. We would like to 
thank all of the parents and students who participated and 
hope you are able to continue to start the day healthier as 
part of the Active April program too. 
Also on Friday, our Year 5 and 6 students participated in bas-
ketball, tee-ball and cricket as part of the Summer Lightning 
Premiership. It was fantastic to hear such positive reports of 
how our students worked in teams and demonstrated the 
values we hold dear in our community. Congratulations! 
 
SCHOOL LEADERS CONFERENCE 
On Tuesday 21st March, the school captains accompanied Mr 
Venn to the Geelong Football Club to attend the 2017 School 
Leaders Conference. The event is organised to demonstrate 
and share leadership skills and strategies for the develop-
ment of the students and benefit of the community. A num-
ber of leaders in our community are conducting sessions for 
the students to participate in whilst in small groups. We look 
forward to hearing their feedback and seeing the initiatives 
they will plan in the future. 
 
HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 
On Friday, our students will be participating in the House 
Cross Country in and around our school grounds. The Foun-
dation to Year 2 students will be running around the oval and 
we invite the parents to join them for a picnic lunch. The 
Years 3 to 6 students will be completing a more formalised 
course and will compete in age groups, with the top seven, 9 
to 13 year old students nominated to represent the school at 
the Barwon Valley Park competition on Friday May 5th. Stu-
dents are encouraged to wear their house colours and sup-
port their house throughout the event. The events will com-
mence from 9:10AM and parents who are willing to assist are 
asked to contact Mr Gardiner by Thursday afternoon. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
We are trying very hard to improve the attendance data at 
our school. Worryingly, an absence every fortnight corre-
sponds to an annual attendance rate of 90%. If we extrapo-
late this data over longer periods of time, it equates to miss-
ing 1 year of school for every 10 years of school attended.  
 

COMING EVENTS 

MARCH 2017 

Mon 27th Mar School Council 

Wed 29th—Fri 31st 

Mar 

Grade 5/6 Camp 

Wed 29th Mar Wrapping Easter raffle prizes 

Fri 31st Mar Last day of term 1—2.20pm finish 

FORMS / PAYMENT DUE BACK 

Thurs 23rd Mar Athletics Carnival Gr 3-6 due $9 

Fri 24th Mar Raffle tickets due 

Tues 28th Mar ‘OPT OUT’ form  for Entertainment Book 

Thurs 27th April P-2 Gymnastics form due $15 

APRIL 2017 

Tues 18th April First day of Term 2 

Fri 21st April Athletics Carnival Gr 3-6 

Attendance has one of the largest impacts upon students’ 
achievement and engagement at school. Please ensure you con-
tinue to communicate with the office in the event of absences 
and seek assistance if necessary. 
 
KIDSMATTER PARENT SURVEY 
As part of the Kidsmatter program that Grovedale Primary School 
has subscribed to this year, we require significant student, parent 
and staff input via surveys to ensure we tailor the program to our 
needs. Our staff recently completed their survey and our stu-
dents are in the process of completing theirs. Now, we invite 
parents/carers to complete a survey in preparation for a term 
two parent information session. Simply follow the link below, 
select Grovedale Primary School, 2017 Q1 and add your child/
ren’s year level/s. We thank you in advance for your time and 
welcome any feedback regarding this valuable initiative. http://
www.kidsmatter.edu.au/primary/parentsurvey  
 
Brad Venn  Acting Principal 

http://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/primary/parentsurvey
http://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/primary/parentsurvey


NEW UNIFORMS: Deal directly 
with Coastal Uniforms.     Phone: 
5255 4897  
Maureen will visit Grovedale Pri-
mary School :   
next Thursday 30th March at 
8.45am 
Order forms may be picked up 
from the school office.    
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS:  in 
the Sick Bay on  Tuesday after-
noons only from 3:00pm-3:20pm. 
SCHOOL KILTS: 
Our kilt supplier is PSW located at 
164 Malop St, Geelong just down 
from Officeworks.  Please contact 
PSW on 9768 0383 to check avail-
ability.  Alternatively,  you can or-
der online at www.psw.com.au.  

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK ‘OPT OUT’ OPTION 
 
We will again be sending home The Entertainment Book at the 
start of Term 2 this year. 
Today we have sent home an ‘OPT OUT’ form.  If you do not wish 
the book to be sent home, please return this form to the school 
office by next Tuesday 28th March. 
  

To the school community,  VICKI RENICK 

Sadly, on Sunday 19th March, Vicki Renick died surrounded by her fami-
ly after a short battle with cancer. Vicki is survived by her husband Bruce 
and children, Caroline and Alistair and their families. 

Vicki was a well-respected contributor and shaper of the educational 
community in the Geelong area and beyond as a teacher, Assistant Prin-
cipal at Oberon South Primary School, Principal at Grovedale Primary 
School, Regional Network Leader in Barwon South Western Region and 
consultant who worked in many schools and through the Bastow Insti-
tute. 

Over many years, she guided the learning of countless students, built 
the skills of both graduate and experienced teachers and worked along-
side school leadership teams to enhance the ability of schools to nur-
ture the learning environment for all students and their families. 

A service for Vicki will be held at 1.00pm on Monday 27 March at the 
Barrabool Hills Centre, Province Boulevard , Highton. 

Vicki’s contribution to education, in both a professional and collegiate 
sense, will forever be a hallmark of her life. Vale Vicki Renick. 

Brainstorm Productions were back 
performing for us again today, fol-
lowing on from last year’s perfor-
mance of ‘Sticks and Stones’, the 
children watched ‘The Magic 

Words’. As you may recall, Brainstorm Productions aim to reduce the incidenc-
es of bullying in schools and improve student behaviour and wellbeing through 
their award-winning theatre productions. 
The Magic Words focuses on the importance of recognising the power of our 
words. It aims to demonstrate that good values and manners are cool and fos-
ter dignity and respect. Our students watched The Magic Words characters 
Zanna and Rolf learn about the effects of bullying, telling lies online and posting 
hurtful comments and photos on social media and saw them discover that the 
secret to happiness is giving and receiving respect, being proud of your actions 
and achievements and co-operating to reach a goal. 
Our students were engaged during the performance and participated positively 
through their interactions with Emily (Zanna) and Jack (Rolf). Asha and Daisy 
completed the session with a warm thank you on behalf of our learning com-
munity. The sessions certainly linked into our inquiry learning topics this term 
and reinforced our focus upon mental health and wellbeing. 

SCHOOL CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS  
The school canteen runs on a Tuesday and Friday 

each week.  At the moment we are just selling 

Calippos at $1 each.  Thank you to the parents 

who have already offered to help. If we could 

have lots of volunteers, we can make up a roster 

and we wouldn’t have to rely on the same people 

every week.  It takes only an hour of your time—

from 1.15pm to 2.15pm.  We need two people for 

each day the canteen is open.  If you 

can help out, could you please contact 

the school office 

SPORT NEWS 
On Wednesday 15th, six of our children 
swam at the division swimming champion-
ships. They were Leyla Ball-Manzur, Daniel 
Fuller, Laura Hobbs, Brooke Lucas, Emily 
Read and Daisy Wilson. All children swam 
personal bests and representing the 
school beautifully.   
House Cross Country will be held be-
tween 9:10 - 11:00am on Friday 24th 
March. 
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EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR HOST FAMILIES 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

We are looking for host families to host one or two children or a staff member for 5 days in late July. 

 Please return this slip as soon as possible so that I can let our sister school know. 

STUDENT NAME:__________________________________________GRADE:_____________________________ 

 NO. OF STUDENTS OR A STAFF MEMBER__________________ 

PARENT/GAURDIAN NAME:___________________________________________  PHONE: ________________________________ 

 
Our sister school in China have asked if they are able to bring 12 students and 2 teachers to us in July this year. 
Before I consent to this I need to be assured that there are families in our school community that would be willing 
to host one or two children or a staff member for a total of 5 days.  
  

STUDENT AWARDS 
Jeremiah  PB For showing responsibility when working on his reading goal of pointing to the  
    words. 
Tamika  PB For showing responsibility when playing in the school yard. 
Dakota  01R For showing responsibility in learning her “Magic Words”. 
Eva   01R For being a responsible and independent learner.  Well done! 
Bailey   01R For his care and pride in his ‘special’ writing efforts. 
Matthew  12L For his effort in writing to use the dotted thirds correctly. 
Madison  12L For putting in 100% effort during all learning tasks.  Keep up the great work Madison! 
Darcy   12P For working hard to achieve his reading goal and reaching 25 nights reading. 
Seth   12P For displaying resilience when tasks become challenging and giving everything a go. 
Brendan  12V For a fantastic effort with your writing.  Well done! 
Oakley   34B For having a wonderful week in 34B! 
Ella   34B For always being a respectful and well mannered student. 
Dylan   34B For working cooperatively in library time this week.  Great work mate! 
Leanne  34B For contributing to class discussions when we were speaking about Anti Bullying! 
Hamish  34D For being a kind and thoughtful class member. 
Darby   34D For making a super effort to begin tasks quickly and complete them in the given time. 
Cooper  34M For being a kind and respectful class member. 
Lucas   34M For having a positive attitude towards his learning. 

Let’s ‘Get Active in April’ 
Join the school team and look at what we could win…. 
Schools PLUS Challenge 3 
Win a Mind Body Pedal course and skateboarding workshop for your school! 
We want schools to find it easy and successful to get students involved with 
Premier’s Active April this year. Who wouldn’t want to win great prizes just by getting active every day with their classmates? 
Register for Premier’s Active April 2017 

 School Team ID go-grovedale 

 That’s it! You’re automatically helping your school win! 
Get your teachers and classmates on board – the more people who register, the higher your chance of winning. 
What are the rules? 
All school teams registered by midnight 31 March will go into the draw to win a girls only Mind Body Pedal course run by Bicy-
cle Network plus a half-day All Aboard skateboarding workshop run by the Victorian Skateboarding Association. 
What else can my school win? 
There are heaps of other great school prizes up for grabs. 
Simply by nominating your school when you register as a teacher or student, you’ll automatically increase your school’s 
chance of winning. Add your students into your school team and you will also go into the prize draw to win either 
a $350, $500 or $750 Sportsmart voucher (small, medium or large schools respectively.) 
There are also local rewards for every person who registers. Go to the website and check out the benefits and rewards for 
being involved. 
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Extend OSHC at  
Grovedale Primary School 

 
Weekly recap 
Last week started off with students making some Hacky Sacks using birdseed and bal-
loons, we had a competition to see who could keep them off the ground! We got creative 
with our pixel art drawings and crystal rainbows and finished off the week making our delicious burrito bowls!  
Alishea, Team Leader 
  
What’s on next week? 
 
Monday 27th March: Cooking: Food Faces 
Tuesday 28

th
 March: Toothpick Painting 

Wednesday 29
th

 March: Flubber 
Thursday 30th March:  Trivia Challenge 
Friday 31st March: Easter Craft 
 
AUTUMN HOLIDAY PROGRAM BOOKINGS ARE NOW OPEN AT A SCHOOL NEAR YOU! 
 
Book 14 days in advance to receive the lowest rate.  
 
New booking terms: Great news! In response to parent feedback we are pleased to announce that our Holiday 
Program booking terms have now changed to provide greater flexibility for families. See Terms and Conditions 
on our website for further information.  
 
We have heaps of fun activities planned these school holidays and can’t wait for you to attend! Have fun with 
science experiments, participate in a bunch of craft activities with access to a plethora of art media, and get ac-
tive with a variety of sports and team games. Join in on all this and more at Extend’s Autumn Holiday Program.  
 
To check out what’s on and where your local program is, visit our website at extend.com.au and book via the 
Parent Portal.  

PARENTS AND FRIENDS NEWS 

All money for the raffle tickets is due back 

this Friday 24th March.  We are still seeking 

donations for the raffle prizes.  Thank you to 

all the families that have already donated 

items!  The more items that are donated, the 

more prizes we will have!  Please support 

our raffle as it is the only fundraiser for the 

term. 

Thank you! 
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